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HISTORIC STONE CULVERTS: Save Our History
Grant for Alstead

An Overlooked Resource

James L. Garvin, State Architectural Historian

Dry-laid stone box culvert on Gore
Road, Warner, NH, with minor ooding
damage. Photograph by James L. Garvin

he oods of October 8th, 2005,

which devastated buildings and
farms along several streams in Walpo-
le and Alstead, caused lesser damage
throughout southwestern and central
New Hampshire. A survey carried out
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) drew attention
to an often-overlooked highway struc-
ture, the stone culvert. A number of
stone culverts were damaged by ood-
ing, and planning for their restoration
has recognized their vulnerability to
casual replacement. Local authorities
may regard these structures as having
little historical value or as being too
small to accommodate future oods.

In fact, such culverts are among
the most evocative of the cherished
stone structures that give character to
New Hampshire s cultural landscape.

With proper maintenance, they are
nearly imperishable.

Most stone culverts date from
the nineteenth century, but some
may have been built in the 1700s.
They generally take two forms: the
rectangular box culvert and the much
rarer arched structure. Pending the
development of a full survey of surviv-
ing structures and a procedure for
evaluating their signi cance, the New
Hampshire Division of Historical Re-
sources has provisionally declared all
surviving stone culverts to be eligible
for the National Register of Historic
Places. FEMA is developing several
innovative methods of retaining and
repairing them, and has suggested
armoring their earth Il against ero-
sion and providing auxiliary bypass
structures to handle oodwaters.

(continued on page four)

Dry-laid arched culvert, Memorial
Highway over Temple Brook, Temple,
NH. Photograph by James L. Garvin

he Alstead Historical Society of

Alstead, New Hampshire, has
been awarded a 2005/2006 Save Our
History Grant from The History Chan-
nel. Elementary, middle, and high
school students will capture the story
of the 2005 Alstead Flood, which was
the greatest catastrophe in Alstead s
250 year history.

For information about the Alstead
project and the 25 other grant projects,
see http://www.saveourhistory.com/
pres_org/recipients_2005-2006.html.

Applications for the 2006-2007
Save Our History Grant Program are
available online at www.saveourhis-
tory.com. The deadline for submitting
an application for the 2006-2007 grant
program is June 2, 2006.

For further information and ap-
plication materials, visit http://www.
saveourhistory.com/pres_org/index.html.
To contact a Save Our History program
representative, please e-mail Spencer
Rice at spencer.rice@cegny.com.
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